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A Note to Parents 


DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy 
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished 
Professor of Education at Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell 
has served as President of the National Reading Conference, 
the College Reading Association, and the International 
Reading Association. 


Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series. Each DK READER is 
guaranteed to capture a child’s interest while developing his 
or her reading skills, general knowledge, and love of reading. 


The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child: 


Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 

Level 4: Proficient readers 


The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
can be anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower levels is very helpful 
for providing encouragement, discussing storylines, and 
sounding out unfamiliar words. 


No matter which level 
you select, you can be sure 
that you are helping your 
child learn to read, then 
read to learn! 
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The short grass 

has dried up and little is left. 
It is March and no rains are due. 
In the south of 

the Serengeti National Park, 
northern Tanzania, 

huge herds of animals gather. 
To survive, they must move on 
again to find fresh tall grasses. 
They must continue on their 
never-ending, circular trip, 


which is known as 


the Great Migration. 
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The route 


Year after year, migrating animals take 
a clockwise route through the Serengeti 
and Masai Mara in East Africa. 

The huge herds are 

an amazing sight. 


Each year they travel about 
2,000 miles (3,000 km). 


Masai Mara 


Game Reserve 


Serengeti 


National Park 
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Since January, 

more than a million 

wildebeest have grazed on 

the Southern Serengeti plains. 
Hundreds of thousands of them 
have given birth to calves. 

The newborn calves stand up 
within ten minutes of being born 
and stay close to their moms. 
There are many dangers. 


Hungry hyenas, jackals, 


and other hunting 
animals attack the 
weaker ones for food. 


Jackal 


Wildebeest grazing 


Thousands of gazelles 

and zebras also graze 

among the wildebeest herds. 
They eat different parts of 
the grass than the wildebeest. 
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| A large variety of species @ sacked ve | 
_ of animals and birds lives ee 
in the Serengeti National 
Park. With more than four 
~ million animals, this area 
has the largest number of 


_ wildlife in the world. 
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They roam in large numbers so 
they are safer from attack by 
meat-eating animals. 

By March, they also need 

to find fresh grass and migrate 
with the wildebeest. 

They head northwest. 


Zebras eat the top 

part of the grass. 
Wildebeest eat the leaves. 
Garelles eat what’s left. 


Masai Mara 


Game Reserve 


Meat-eating 
animals, such 
as lions, 
hyenas, and 


Serengeti 


: National Park cheetahs, follow 


the herds. 
They watch for the wildebeest, 


gazelles, and zebras that get tired. 
| They stalk the herds. 


aN 


If an animal stumbles, 3 
they pounce. 

The animal is 

too sick or weak 

to get up and run. 
The hunters kill wit 
a sharp bite on 


the animal’s neck. 
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Scavengers 

More than 250,000 wildebeest 
will die on the journey so 
there’s plenty to eat for 
scavengers, such as vultures, 
jackals, and hyenas. 


In the air, vultures 

watch the herds. 

They circle overhead. 

When they spot a carcass 

of a dead animal, they swoop in. 
They rip and tear the meat 
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Hyenas smell 


vine Caredss, too, 


and run over to ea 
Vultures hop around - 
in a frenzy of flapping wings, 


trying to get their scraps. 


By May, 
the herds 


have reached 


the long grass 
> Serengeti a 
: National Park ~~ 


plains and 
woodlands 
in the west of the Serengeti. 
The many days of rain 

have made these grasses 
rich in nutrients. 

The animals feast on 

the green grass. 

For a while, there is plenty 
to eat and water to drink. 


Then the rains stop. 
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Male wildebeest stop eating 
and fight each other. 

These bulls fight for females 
and for small areas of land 
to impress the females. 


They drop onto their front knees, 


lower their heads, and lock horns. 


They push against each other, 
head-to-head. 


The grunting sounds 


of the fighting bulls 


echo around the plains. 


The winner is the strongest. 


Masai Mara 


Game Reserve ; 


> In June, the 


huge numbers 


of grazing 


animals have - 
> Serengeti “ 


: National Park 


They move off again, 
looking for food and water. 


_ The herds split and head 


- in different directions. 


Gene 


Some sweep westward, 


fe 7 while others head northward. 


Both groups are making 


* 


3 their way to the Masai Mara 


. To get there they have to 


crisscross the fast-flowing rivers. 
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Masai Mara 


Game Reserve ; 


ee River In July 


and August, 
the migrating 
animals face 


- Serengeti 


: National Parke their toughest 
| test—the 
dangerous river crossings. 

They have been trekking 

for four months. 

They are very hungry 

and very thirsty. 


Mara River 
The Mara River flows through 


Kenya and Tanzania to Lake 
Victoria. Hippos bathe in the 


river and large Nile crocodiles 
lurk just below the surface. 
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By August, they gather 

on the banks of the Mara River. 
They know that across 

the river is food and water. 

But the river flows fast, 

swollen by the rains. 


Also, crocodiles lurk in the water. 


The fearful herds grow and grow. 
They push and shove. 
Who will go first 
down the steep bank? 
_ Suddenly, there is 


= 


. as the herds 
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Thousands of wildebeest slip 3 


and slide down the banks 


into the river. 


They frantically swim across, 


battling against : 


the fast-flowing water. 


alves get separated — 


The river is a swirl of 

splashing muddy water. 

Some animals are too weak — 
and are washed away. 

Waiting crocodiles snap them up. 
The wildebeest surge up 

the steep bank on 


the other side of the river. 
Many stumble and fall back 


into the river. 
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Finally, the strongest reach 
the top of the bank and head 
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Masai Mara 


Game Reserve ___. 


as 
wort River Nearly two 
million 
UMen: 1. 
Aiver wildebeest, 
zebras, and 
Serengeti 
National Park gazelles have 


made it! 


They settle down to graze 


with the other animals — 


in the Masai Mara. 


The plains are 
scattered with 


herds of buffalo 


and many types of antelope. 


Rhinos and giraffes 


roam the grasslands. 


Baboon troops forage for food. 


The Masai tribe 

The people living in 
the Serengeti and 
Masai Mara are called 
the Masai. They have 
many traditional 
customs and look after 
cattle, goats, and sheep. 


Waterholes are busy places. 
The animals and birds have 
come to drink. 

Families of elephants splash 
themselves with water 

to cool down. 

Lions and cheetahs 


watch from a distance, 


— 
planning their next hunt. 
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Hippos bathe 

in the rivers, 
munching on 
the water plants. 


Flamingos and 


other water 


birds flock 
to the lakes. 
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Masai Mara 


Game Reserve 


Serengeti - 


National Park 


By November, 
the herds of 
wildebeest, 
zebras, and 
gazelles have 


stripped the 


grasslands of the Masai Mara. 


The rain clouds gather. 


It is time to move on again. 


peace 


The animals know they’ll find 
fresh grass in the Serengeti 
where it’s also raining. 

They head south back to 

the Southern Serengeti plains. 
There, they will once again 
give birth to their calves 


early in the new year. 


Wildebeest facts 


One and a half million wildebeest eat 7,000 tons 
of grass a day, which is the same as mowing 
more than 100 soccer fields. 


Each day, a wildebeest herd drinks enough water 
to fill five Olympic-sized swimming pools. 


A wildebeest herd produces enough waste 
to fill 125 tank trucks and dung to fill 
500 dump trucks a day. 


In February, 8,000 wildebeest calves are born 
each day over three weeks. 


Wildebeests are also called gnus 
[pronounced NEWS]. They make noisy 
low moaning sounds and snort loudly if disturbed. 
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WS READERS 


Follow the huge herds of wildebeest 
on their year-round journey. Watch 
out for hungry lions and crocodiles! 


DK READERS 


Stunning photographs combine with lively illustrations and 
engaging, age-appropriate stories in DK READERS, a multilevel 
reading program guaranteed to capture children’s interest 
while developing their reading skills and general knowledge. 

Learning High-frequency words 
to read Picture word strips, picture glossary, and simple index 


» Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary 
» High level of adult participotion helpful 


@ Simple sentences and limited vocabulary 
@ Picture glossary and simple index 
@ Adult participation helpful 


Beginning @ Longer sentences and increased vocabulary 
e Information boxes full of extra fun focts 
toreadalone | . 


Simple index 
e Occasional adult participation helpful 


® More complex sentence structure 
© Information boxes and alphabetical glossary 
© Comprehensive index 


Proficient @ Rich vocubulary and challenging sentence structure 
@ Additional information and alphabetical glossary 
readers @ Comprehensive index 


With DK READERS, children 


will learn to read—then 4 to — 
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